
What’s Happening
December 11, 2020

NOC Public Information Office 580.628.6444
www.noc.edu news@noc.edu, scott.cloud@noc.edu

  Northern Oklahoma College is partnering with 
Enel Green Power, Oklahoma’s second-largest 
wind operator, to establish a new wind turbine 
technician program, helping to meet the work-
force needs of a growing industry in the state. 
To support students in the program and honor 
the memory of a colleague, Enel has also estab-
lished a scholarship to enable students to pur-
sue a wind energy career. 
  Thirteen students are currently enrolled in 
an Introduction to Wind Energy course and 
other process technology courses as part of 
the program. Pending accreditation from the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, 
anticipated in 2021, students who complete the 
curriculum will earn an Associate’s Degree in 
Process Technology with a wind energy con-
centration. Graduates will be qualified for work 
as a wind turbine service technician, by far the 
fastest-growing occupation in Oklahoma with 
64.5% projected growth from 2018-28.
  Dr. Cheryl Evans, President of Northern Okla-
homa College stated, “We are excited to collab-
orate with Enel Green Power for this partner-
ship in wind energy in hopes to graduate more 
students and assist Oklahoma’s efforts to build 
the skilled workforce required to compete in 
today’s economy.” 
  Enel Green Power representatives coordinated 
with college officials for over two years to re-es-
tablish the wind energy program at NOC. The 

NOC partners with Enel Green Power for new Wind Technician Program 

NOC is partnering with Enel Green Power for a new Wind Technician Program and scholar-
ship program.  Pictured is a view of the Chisholm View Wind Farm (photo provided)

company assisted in curriculum development, 
recruited and helped fund a program instruc-
tor, connected students with mentors and has 
facilitated instructional activities such as a vir-
tual wind turbine tour. 
  “Oklahoma is a key state for Enel Green Power. 
With dozens of employees, ten wind farms and 
more projects on the way, we’re proud to do our 
part to help ensure Oklahoma has a strong, re-
silient workforce for the modern energy econ-
omy,” said Georgios Papadimitriou, Head of 
Enel Green Power in the US and Canada. “We 
are especially grateful to partner with Northern 
Oklahoma College in establishing a scholarship 
in memory of our beloved colleague, Tim Knut-
son. Tim was dedicated, earned the respect of 
his peers and had a keen interest in mentoring 
colleagues who were new to the industry. We 
hope this scholarship will help preserve his 
memory and instill his spirit of hard work and 
generosity in future generations of Oklahoma 
wind workers.” 

  Timothy (“Tim”) Knutson served as the senior 
manager of wind project integration at Enel 
Green Power North America at the time of his 
sudden passing on June 11, 2018. Tim was re-
sponsible for overseeing the development, en-
gineering, construction, start-up and commis-

sioning of all new wind projects in the US and 
Canada. He previously served as a regional op-
erations manager for Enel, supervising a team 
of operations and maintenance employees for 

(See Wind on Page 2)
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over 3,000 MW of wind assets. 
  The Timothy Knutson Memorial Scholarship, 
newly established through the Northern Okla-
homa College Foundation, Inc., is intended to 
provide two outstanding students in the NOC 
wind energy program with a $5,000 annual 
scholarship, which will cover the majority of 
tuition and fee expenses of one academic year. 
In its inaugural year, all 13 students in the pro-
gram will receive a $2,000 award.  
  Through the partnership agreement, Enel will 
also provide a supplementary stipend for the 
program’s instructor for the 2020-21 school 
year to ensure students receive high-quality, 
dedicated instruction. 
  “We are very excited about working with 
our wind industry partners,” said Dr. Frank-
ie Wood-Black, Division Chair, Engineering, 
Physical Science, and Process Technology. 
“This will allow our students to pursue addi-
tional process technology options, and contin-
ue to improve the critical work skills for those 
in our area.” 
  The NOC Foundation serves as a private fund-
raising organization for NOC, as designated by 
the NOC Board of Regents. Its primary purpose 
is to enhance the educational opportunities and 
the overall environment of NOC. 
  Northern Oklahoma College, the state’s first 
public community college, is a multi-campus, 
land-grant institution that provides high quali-
ty, accessible, and affordable educational oppor-
tunities and services which create life-changing 

experiences and develop students as effective 
learners and leaders within their communi-
ties in a connected, ever changing world. The 
college serves nearly 5,000 students annually 
on the home campus in Tonkawa, branch in 
Enid, NOC/OSU Gateway Program in Stillwa-
ter, online, and the University Center in Pon-
ca City. Of these students about 60% receive 
financial aid and/or scholarships. Over 80% of 
NOC students complete their degree with zero 
debt. NOC is accredited by the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools and offers 
associate degrees in three general areas: Arts, 
Science and Applied Science. The associate de-
gree fulfills lower-division course work which 
is applicable towards a bachelor’s degree. 
  In Oklahoma, Enel Green Power operates ten 
wind farms across the state including Thunder 
Ranch (298 MW), Red Dirt (300 MW), Rocky 
Ridge (150 MW), Chisholm View I & II (300 
MW in total), Origin (150 MW), Osage Wind 
(150 MW), Little Elk (74 MW), Goodwell (200 
MW) and Drift Sand (108 MW). The compa-
ny’s overall investment in Oklahoma amounts 
to more than $2.7 billion since 2012. 
  Enel Green Power in North America is a lead-
ing developer, long-term owner and operator of 
renewable energy plants with a presence in 18 
US states and one Canadian province. The com-
pany operates around 70 plants with a managed 
capacity of over 6 GW powered by hydro, wind, 
geothermal and solar energy.

NOC December/January 
Birthdays

Larry Dye			   Dec. 11
Jerry Aldridge			  Dec. 12
Renee Thompson		  Dec. 13
Christian Samanamu Chavez	 Dec. 14
Troy Cochran			   Dec. 15
Terri Pearcy			   Dec. 16
Patty Lester			   Dec. 17
Matthew Caldwell		  Dec. 17
Tim Kruse			   Dec. 19
Kerri Gray			   Dec. 21
Marie Head			   Dec. 21
Kim Hague			   Dec. 21
Dustin Elam			   Dec. 27
Peggy Evans			   Dec. 29
Roy McAllister		  Dec. 29
Michael Earl			   Jan. 1

Lisa Nordquist			  Jan. 4
Coradino Rosato		  Jan. 4
LaChelle Bryant		  Jan. 6
Bart Cardwell			   Jan. 11
Holly Lee			   Jan. 13
Mike Machia			   Jan. 13
Suzi Brown			   Jan. 15
Ravi Bhambhra 		  Jan. 21
Janet Hartz			   Jan. 23
Kyle Mayo			   Jan. 25
Matthew Trudel		  Jan. 27
Rick Lowe			   Jan. 28
Valerie Wade			   Jan. 28
Karri Morrill			   Jan. 28
Bridget Napoli			  Jan. 30
Audrey Schmitz		  Jan. 31
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Band, Madrigal Singers
and College Choir

Live Stream 
http://www.noc.edu/noc-events-streaming

(Click the On Demand tab to stream)

Thursday, December 17, 2020
7:30 pm

MADRIGAL SINGERS AND COLLEGE CHOIR
Featuring Songs from Favorite Christmas Movies

including Home Alone, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, 
The Polar Express and More!

Follow us on Facebook: NOC Performing Arts
Now Enrolling for Spring. Apply online www.noc.edu.

BAND
Featuring Timeless Classics  

Feliz Navidad and The Christmas Song

NOC Calendar
Dec. 12-18

Dec. 12
ACT National Test Day
Residence Halls Close at 10 a.m.

Dec. 16
Board of Regents Meeting, Renfro Center, 1 p.m., Tonkawa

Dec. 18 – Jan. 6
Winter Break, Offices Closed 

For additional information, visit the following links: NOC Calendar

  The Northern Oklahoma College Fine Arts Division is hosting an online concert Dec. 17 at 7:30 
p.m.
  The concert is available via Live Stream at http://www.noc.edu/noc-events-streaming (Click the 
On Demand tab to stream).
  The Christmas Concert includes the NOC Concert Band, Madrigal Singers, and Concert Choir.
  Madrigal Singers and College Choir selections include songs from Christmas movies including 
“Home Alone,” “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” and the “Polar Express.”
  Concert Band songs include the timeless classics “Feliz Navidad” and “The Christmas Song.”

NOC online concert set for Dec. 17

http://www.noc.edu/calendar
http://www.noc.edu/noc-events-streaming
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Northern Oklahoma College Livestock Judging Coach Jennifer Bedwell signed Kash Butler 
(above) and Kord Butler (below) from Grove, Oklahoma for the 2021-22 school year.  The 
twins signed Monday morning at NOC.  (photos by John Pickard/Northern Oklahoma Col-
lege)

NOC Livestock Judging Coach Jennifer Bedwell signed Katy Frazier from Tonkawa (above) 
and Douglas Hewitt from Cleveland, Oklahoma.  The two signed Monday at NOC.  (photos by 
John Pickard/Northern Oklahoma College)
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The NOC Sheep Center exhibited the Champion Dorset Ram at the NAILE Show in Louis-
ville, Kentucky (photo provided)

  The Northern Oklahoma College Sheep Center Show Flock exhibited sheep at NAILE Open 
Sheep Show in Louisville, Kentucky, in November.  
  NOC was awarded the National Champion and Reserve Champion Dorset Wether Sire and had 
another class winner with the a Spring Dorset Wether Dam.   The two Dorset Yearling Wether 
Dam ewes also placed 2nd and 3rd in their class.
  The Hampshires had two top five placings with the Late January Ewe Lamb placing second in 
class and the Early February Ewe Lamb placing fifth in class.
  Students participating in the event were Zeb Cambron, Pond Creek, OK; Makayla Donaldson, 
Mannford, OK ; Gracie Moody, Norman, OK; Stephany Quiroz, Big Pasture, OK (Unable to make 
the trip and not pictured – Trent Buchanan, Red Rock, OK and Britnie Delaney, Enid, OK).
  Congrats to the students on their efforts during the NAILE Open Sheep Show.

Sheep Center earns awards at NAILE


