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NOC holds graduation exercises
  Northern Oklahoma College Students at the 
Tonkawa campus went through graduation ex-
ercises at the 118th Annual Commencement 
Saturday at Foster-Piper Fieldhouse.  Enid and 
Stillwater NOC graduates went through exer-
cises at the Briggs Auditorium in Enid.
  A total of 547 graduates and 568 earned de-
grees were honored at the two ceremonies.
  NOC Interim President and Vice President 
for Academic A�airs Diana Watkins opened 
the ceremony, congratulating the students on 
reaching their goals for the academic year.  
  “For many of you, today’s achievement came 
with many challenges,” she said.  “It required 
�exibility, resilience, and sacri�ce.  Your 
strength of character will serve you well in your 
future.”
  Watkins also announced students that main-
tained a 4.0 GPA and those that earned two as-
sociate degrees.  She also introduced the Flag 
Bearers for each academic division.
  �ey include the following at NOC Tonkawa:  
Institutional-Autumn Leist; Agriculture and Bi-
ological Science-Jayde Perea; Business-Landon 
Harmon; Engineering, Physical Science and 
Process Technology-Raven Bruce; Fine Arts-
Amy Smith; Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation-Jaci Johnson; Language Arts-Mal-
lory Riley; Mathematics-Joel Crossland; Nurs-
ing-Jennifer Schaefer; and Social Science-Me-

lissa Lake.
  �ey include the following at NOC Enid:  In-
stitutional-Danielle Buttrum; Agriculture and 
Biological Science-Diana Garcia; Business-Re-
ba Black; Health, Physical Education, and Rec-
reation-Vanessa Markl; Language Arts-Lexie 
String�eld; Mathematics-Ashlan Light; Nurs-
ing-Jacqueline Camarena; and Social Sci-
ence-John Gay II.
  Watkins introduced special guests at the cere-
mony and then presented the class for the con-
ferring of degrees.
  �e speaker for the commencement ceremony 
was Chancellor Dr. Allison Garrett, chief exec-
utive o�cer for the Oklahoma State System for 
Higher Education.
  In a brief message to students, Dr. Garrett 
said, “What a wonderful opportunity to cele-
brate with you today.  As you engage in the next 
phase of life, I encourage you to do hard things 
because you don’t grow by doing what’s easy.”
  “Keep your priorities straight,” she added.  
“�ere will be challenges in life, so keep your 
faith and family as your top priorities in life.”
  “Also, kindness pays o�,” she said.  “No mat-
ter what life throws at you, always choose to be 
kind because it will come back to you.”
    She also thanked NOC graduates for choos-
ing an Oklahoma higher education institution.  
  “Whatever your next step is, where attending 

a four-year institution or entering the work-
force, I hope you choose to do it in Oklahoma 
because there are great things happening in the 
great state of Oklahoma.”
  �e NOC Concert Band performed the 
Armed Forces Salute and the college choir 

performed “I’ll Make the Di�erence.” 
  A�er the candidates for graduation were an-
nounced, the college choir performed NOC’s 
Alma Mater.

NOC students went through commencement exercises on May 4.
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NOC Nursing graduates and faculty at the NOC Nurses Pinning Ceremony May 3 at NOC 

Tonkawa.  (photo by Shiloh Martin/Northern Oklahoma College).

  Seventeen Northern Oklahoma College Nurs-
ing Students received their nurses’ pins at a cer-
emony at NOC Tonkawa Friday evening in the 
51st Class of NOC Nursing.
  Nursing students from the Stillwater, Enid, 
and Tonkawa campuses received their pins and 
cited the Florence Nightingale Pledge.
  �e guest speaker was Terri Hummel, MSN, 
RN of St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center.
  NOC Nursing Division Chair Dr. Nikole Hicks 
congratulated each member of the graduating 
class and noted they are “an exceptional group 
of resilient individuals who exemplify the NOC 
Nursing values of excellence, integrity, impact-
ful relationships, compassionate service, and 
resourcefulness.” Hicks advised the graduates 
to “pursue excellence and use your life chang-
ing experience at NOC to change the lives of 
those with whom you will have contact over the 

NOC holds May 3 nurses 

pinning ceremony in Tonkawa
course of your careers.”

Nursing Awards

  Spirit of Nursing Award (Student) – Jacqueline 
Camarena
  Spirit of Nursing Award (Faculty) – Alexan-
dria Baumann
  Alpha Delta Nu Honor Society – Jessica Belair, 
Lauren Stubbs
  Academic Nursing Awards – Courtney Clay, 
Curtis Conner, Taylor Hargrove, Lauren Stubbs
  Student Nurses Association Members – Al-
exandria Baumann, Jackie Cheatwood, Curtis 
Conner, Kasey Mount, Lauren Stubbs
  Student Nurses Association O�cers – Jacque-
line Camarena, Matthew Johnson, Payton Par-
rish, Cordelia Tillman, Jessica Belair, Cristo-
pher Caez-Rojas, Jennifer Schaefer, Ann Marie 

(See Nursing on Page 3)
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Matthew Gray  May 17
Ian Layne  May 17
Linn Loughery May 21
Brodie Salyer  May 21

T.L. Walker  May 21
Kathy Hannah  May 24
Janet Jarvis  May 26
 

NOC May Birthdays

Smith
  Exceptional Preceptor Awards – Whitney Ar-
rington, Stillwater Medical Center; Rebecca 
Phillips, Integris Health Ponca City
  DAISY Award for Extraordinary Faculty – Dr. 
Marie Head
  �e graduates are included by campus and 
hometown:

Tonkawa

Jennifer Schaefer, Ponca City; Ann Marie 
Smith, Stillwater.

Enid

Jessica Belair, Enid;  Cristopher Caez-Rojas, 
Enid;  Jacqueline Camarena, Enid; Kasey Marie 
Mount, Perry; Curtis Conner, Enid; Matthew 
Johnson, Enid; Lauren Emily Stubbs, Enid.

Stillwater

Alexandria Baumann, Stillwater; Jacqueline 
Cheatwood, Stillwater; Courtney Clay, Per-
kins; Taylor Hargrove, Stillwater; Kirbie LeAnn 
Howard, Stillwater; Payton Parrish, Stillwater; 
Cordelia Tillman, Stillwater; Hannah Jane Tay-
lor White, Stillwater.

Nursing
(Continued from Page 2)
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Dr. Marie Head earns DAISY Award®

Dr. Marie Head

  Northern Oklahoma College nursing faculty 
member Dr. Marie Head was honored with �e 
DAISY Award® for Extraordinary Nursing Fac-
ulty at the NOC 2024 Nurses’ Pinning Ceremo-
ny Friday, May 3 at NOC Tonkawa.
  �e award is part of �e DAISY Foundation’s 
mission to express gratitude to nurses with pro-
grams that recognize them for the extraordi-
nary, compassionate and skillful care they pro-
vide patients and families.  
  DAISY Award recognitions honor the su-
per-human work nurses do for patients and 
families every day wherever they practice, in 
whatever role they serve, and throughout their 
careers – from Nursing Student through Life-
time Achievement in Nursing.
    Head completed her initial nursing degree 
at NOC in 2007 and continued her education 
earning a BSN at Kaplan University in 2014, an 
MSN at Purdue University in 2017 and a DNP 
at Oklahoma City University in 2020. 
  She joined the nursing faculty in 2016 and 
teaches primarily in the skills and simulation 
practice lab settings.  She has been married for 
19 years and has four children and nine grand-
children, seven of whom are boys and two are 
girls all ranging in age from 1-22 years old.  
     NOC Nursing Division Chair Dr. Nikole 
Hicks said, “Dr. Head strives for excellence in 
herself and in those around her. According to 
her nomination story, she builds impactful re-
lationships and helps to instill con�dence, com-
passion, and determination in her students by 
demonstrating these qualities herself. Dr. Head 
is a testament to the life-changing opportuni-
ties at NOC and, as an alumnus, is now giving 
back to the profession and College she loves so 
much.”
  �e DAISY Award for Extraordinary Nursing 
Faculty was established by �e DAISY Foun-
dation in memory of J. Patrick Barnes who 
died at age 33 from Immune thrombocytope-

nia (ITP), an 
auto-immune 
disease. �e 
Barnes Family 
was awestruck 
by the clinical 
skills, caring 
and compas-
sion of the 
nurses who 
cared for Pat-
rick. 
   NOC Nurs-
ing Division 
Chair Dr. Ni-
kole Hicks 
said, “�is 
year’s nominations all came from nursing stu-
dents who wrote about how each nominee has 
had a life-changing impact through their tenure 
in Northern Nursing. It is so meaningful when 
students take the time to share these stories and 
so important for faculty to know how they are 
making a di�erence in students’ lives.”
  Blind nominations for the award were submit-
ted with a designated committee reviewing and 
ranking the nominees based on their commit-
ment to student learning and success, utilizing 
personal interaction, providing rigorous in-
struction and innovative technologies, striving 
to provide high quality, accessible nursing edu-
cation, and modeling the values of excellence, 
integrity, resourcefulness, impactful relation-
ships, and compassionate service.
  �e winner was selected by the �e DAISY 
Award® Selection Committee.
  Semi-�nalists include Kathy Phillips, Elaine 
Briggs, and Dr. Yuracy Salazar-Lee.
  �e winner in 2023 was former NOC faculty 
member Marriya Wright.
  More information is available at http://DAISY-
foundation.org.        
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Samantha Lee named to honor society
  Northern Oklahoma College student Samantha Lee was named 
to the Oklahoma Indian Student Honor Society.
  Lee is a sophomore from Tonkawa.
  Eligibility requirements for the honor society include atten-
dance at an Indigenous high school, enrolled as an undergradu-
ate/graduate student from an Oklahoma school, maintain a 3.9 
GPA or higher, and have leadership experience in Native Amer-
ican Engagement.
  Lee is now eligible for scholarships to be awarded this summer.
  �e mission of the Oklahoma Council for Indian Education 
is to advocate within the State of Oklahoma for Native Ameri-
can students.  OCIE’s vision is to be the catalyst for the highest 
quality of education and to inspire outstanding success of Native 
American students and to respect Native tribal diversity.
  Lee also works for NOC as a Scholarship Specialist at the 
Tonkawa campus. Samantha Lee

Sports camps at Tonkawa for summer
  Northern Oklahoma College Tonkawa is o�ering a number of athletic camps on the Tonkawa 
campus this summer
  �e following are the camp dates for 2024:
  Youth Wrestling Camp (Boys/Girls Grades 2-8):  May 29-30, Cost $150.00, Contact Jayden Miller 
at Jayden.miller@noc.edu
  Girls Basketball Camp (Girls Grades K-3 Day Camp):  June 12-14, Cost $80.00,
Contact Greg Krause at greg.krause@noc.edu 
  Girls Basketball Camp (Girls Grades 3-6 Overnight Camp):  June 23-27, Cost $330.00/Commut-
ers $220.00), Contact Greg Krause at greg.krause@noc.edu 
  Girls Basketball Camp (Girls Grades 7-12 Overnight Camp):  July 7-11, Cost $330.00/Commut-
ers $220.00); Contact Greg Krause at greg.krause@noc.edu 
  Girls Wrestling Summer Camp (Grades 6-12); June 20-21, Cost $250.00, Contact Jayden Miller 
at Jayden.miller@noc.edu
  Boys Basketball Camp (Grades 1-4 and Grades 5-8), July 15-17, Cost $80.00, Contact Brandon 
Gossett at brandon.gossett@noc.edu 
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Reach Higher events May 20-21
  Northern Oklahoma College is hosting Reach 
Higher events in Tonkawa, Enid, and the Uni-
versity Center May 20-21.
  �e Tonkawa/University Center event is set for 
Monday, May 20, and the Enid event is Tuesday, 
May 21.
  �e Tonkawa session is in the Vineyard Li-
brary Administration Building from 5:30 p.m. 
– 7 p.m. and at the University Center in Ponca 
City.  �ey are come and go events.
  �e Enid session is a come and go event from 
5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. at the Zollars Library on the 

NOC Enid Campus.
  �ere will be refreshments, giveaways, and 
prize drawings.
  Attendees will learn about scholarships, �nan-
cial aid, transcripts, and NOC courses available 
in-person, online, or on Zoom.
  Reach Higher is a program designed to assist 
those with some college to �nish the degree 
they have started.
  For more information, contact Kath-
leen Swain at kathleen.swain@noc.edu or 
580.628.6258.

NOC Calendar

May 20

Begin Summer Hours
Targeted Enrollment, Administration Building, 9 a.m. – noon, 1 p.m., 4 p.m., Tonkawa
Reach Higher Event, Administration Building, 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m., Tonkawa

May 21

Targeted Enrollment, Montgomery Hall, 9 a.m. – noon, 1 p.m., 4 p.m., Enid
Reach Higher Event, Zollars Library, 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m., Enid

May 22

Targeted Enrollment, Classroom Building, 9 a.m. – noon, 1 p.m., 4 p.m., Stillwater
Board of Regents Meeting, Gantz Center James Room, 2 p.m. Enid

May 24

No Classes/O�ces Closed

May 27

Memorial Day, No Classes/O�ces Closed

May 31

No Classes/O�ces Closed

For additional information, visit the following links: NOC Calendar
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Arts Adventure Camp July 15-18
  Northern Oklahoma College Tonkawa is host-
ing the 33rd Arts Adventure Summer Camp 
July 15-18.
  �e camp runs from 1 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. and 
is open for incoming 6th graders through those 
who have just completed high school.
   Arts Adventure is a 501(c)3 non-pro�t sup-
ported by the Oklahoma Arts Council, Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, North Central 
Oklahoma Arts Council, and numerous busi-
nesses, organizations, and individuals.    Schol-
arships are available including one speci�cally 
for Blackwell students.
  �e camp o�ers students the opportunity to 
learn a variety of art forms from professional 
artists from NOC and from across the state.   
And end-of-camp Showcase will be presented 
where students’ works will be displayed and 

performed.
  Classes o�ered this year include: Board Game 
Design, Cartooning, Digital Escape Room, 
Drawing Fundamentals, Figure Dancing, Hip 
Hop Dance, Jewelry and Ornament Making, 
Music �eatre Dance, Musical �eatre, Paint-
ing, Song Cover and Recording, Video Produc-
tion, and Vocal Exploration.
  �e camp has been held at NOC since 2000, it 
was formerly held at the Marland Mansion in 
Ponca City.
  �e total cost of the camp is $125 before June 7.  
A�er June 7 the cost is $150.  Call 580.628.4710 
for additional information.
  Students may register online at  https://
www.noc.edu/about-noc/community/sum-
mer-camps/arts-adventure/ 

Enid to host NJCAA Division 2 

World Series through 2028
  Charlotte, NC– �e NJCAA has announced the 
City of Enid as its host for the NJCAA Division 
II Baseball World Series in 2026, 2027, and 
2028.   
  �e City of Enid will host the national tourna-
ment at the David Allen Memorial Ballpark in 
Enid, OK, from May 23-29/30, 2026, May 29-
June 4/5, 2027, and May 27-June 4/5, 2028.  
  “David Allen Memorial Ballpark and the City 
of Enid are proud to remain the home for the 
NJCAA Division II Baseball World Series,” said 
Jeremy Hise, Vice President for NOC Enid. 
“For many of us in the Enid community, these 
are the 8 best days of the year. We will contin-
ue to work hard year-round to provide the best 
championship experience we can for the amaz-

ing student-athletes, coaches, administrators, 
and fans of these NJCAA baseball teams.” 
  �e City of Enid has served as the host of the 
NJCAA DII Baseball World Series since 2009.
  “We are excited to have the DII Baseball World 
Series in Enid once again,” stated Brian Luck-
ett, NJCAA Senior Vice President for External 
A�airs & Development. “�e City of Enid has 
been a central location for this world series 
over the years, continuously providing a quality 
tournament and excellent atmosphere for NJ-
CAA student-athletes, coaches, and fans.” 
  �e 2024 NJCAA Division II Baseball World 
Series will take place May 25-31/June 1 at the 
David Allen Memorial Ballpark in Enid, OK.  
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NOC presents awards, service pins
  Northern Oklahoma College honored two re-
tirees and a large number of employees at the 
annual retirement, Oklahoma Association of 
Community College employee awards, and ser-
vice pin presentation on May 10.
  Employee awards were presented to Sheryl 
Nelson (Professional Certi�ed Sta�), Jill Har-
mon (Faculty), and Curtis Paar (Support Sta�).
  Nelson is the Assistant Registrar at NOC Still-
water, Harmon is a Business Instructor teach-
ing Digital and Financial Literacy and Fresh-
man Orientation at NOC Tonkawa, and Parr 
works at NOC Tonkawa in the Maintenance 
Department.
  �e retirees were Dr. Tim Kruse and Peggy 
Emde, both from the Stillwater campus.
  Kruse, Math Instructor for the Math-
ematics Division on the Stillwater cam-
pus, is retiring a�er 10 years of service to 
Northern Oklahoma College, following a 
nine-year tenure as an adjunct faculty member. 
  Emde, beginning her tenure as a Scholar Co-
ordinator and completing her career as a So-
cial Science faculty member, is retiring a�er 21 
years of service to Northern Oklahoma College.
  “We have two outstanding employees (Kruse 
and Emde) that have given their time and 
dedication to making Northern a place where 
Life Changing Experiences happen on a daily 
basis,” said Interim President Diana Watkins.  
“Together they have an impressive 40 years of 
combined service to Northern.  �ese indi-
viduals will be leaving a legacy of progress in 
their higher education profession. �ey will be 
remembered for their many accomplishments 
and contributions during their tenure here at 
Northern.”
  In regards to the service pins, Watkins said, 
“Whether you have been here for over 40 years 
or just received your one-year pin today, I am 
thankful you have chosen to be a part of the 
team here at NOC and look forward to con-

tinuing to work with you as we seek to change 
the world one student at a time.”
  �e following NOC employees were honored 
with Service Pins:
  30 Years:  Audrey Schmitz, Art Instructor/El-
eanor Hays Gallery Director
  25 Years:  Ben Hainline, Library Services Di-
rector; Gene Long, Assistant Directory Physical 
Plant/Enid; Jackie Melson, Coordinator Stu-
dent Accounts/Assistant Registrar/Enid
  20 Years:  Jerry Aldridge, Assistant to Library 
Director/Enid; Kurt Campbell, Science Instruc-
tor/Tonkawa; Peggy Emde, Child Development 
Instructor/Stillwater; Peggy Evans, Assis-
tant Director of Financial Aid/Tonkawa; Fred 
Heath, Lead Custodian/Tonkawa; Ryan Paul, 
Dean of Students/Tonkawa and Enid; Shannon 
Varner, Fine Arts Instructor/Tonkawa; Eugene 
Young, Science Instructor/Tonkawa.
  15 Years:  Kenneth Headrick, Light Grounds/
Enid; Holly Lee, Financial Aid Director/Tonka-
wa
  10 Years:  Chad Anderson, Fine Arts Instruc-
tor/Tonkawa; Ryan Bay, Head Baseball Coach/
Social Science Instructor/Enid; Audra Biggs, 
Controller/Tonkawa; Matthew Bolz, Ag and 
Biological Science Instructor/Enid; Tim Kruse, 
Math Instructor/Stillwater; Elva Perales, Assis-
tant to the Library Director/Tonkawa; Lonnie 
Rhea, Security O�cer/Tonkawa; Ty Shreck, 
Social Science Instructor/Tonkawa; Frankie 
Wood-Black, Engineering, Physical Science & 
Process Technology/Tonkawa; Chris Young, 
Landscape and Nursery Manager/Tonkawa.
  5 Years:  Susan Barnes, Coordinator of Testing 
and Academic Advisor/Stillwater; Terry Chart-
ier, Security O�cer/Enid; Ofelia Delgadillo, 
Custodian/Enid; Chris Gerber, Head Men’s 
Basketball Coach/HPER Instructor/Enid; Ian 
Layne, Academic Advisor Upward Bound/

(See Awards on Page 9)
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Enid; Courtney Mikolajczyk, Sta� Assistant 
Scholarships/Stillwater; Darryl Rogers, Plumb-
er/HVAC/Enid
  1 Year:  Tony Barnes, Special Events Setup/
Enid; Jalana Cloud, Student Account/Refund 
Specialist/Tonkawa; Kelli Goad, Student Ac-
count Specialist/Tonkawa; Brandon Gossett, 
Head Men’s Basketball Coach/HPER Instruc-
tor/Tonkawa; Amanda Horton, Accounts Pay-
able Specialist/Tonkawa; Kayla Kelso, Admis-
sion/Registration Specialist/Tonkawa; Lauren 
Kennedy, Language Arts Instructor/Tonkawa; 

Steven Kissel, Head So�ball Coach/HPER In-
structor/Enid; Michaelene Malan, Coordina-
tor of Testing and Academic Advisor, Enid; 
Shiloh Martin, Photographer/Videographer; 
Kevin Miller, IT Support Technician; Jonathan 
Monk, Resident Life Director for Bush/Duvall/
Tonkawa; Alene Pitts, Sta� Assistant for Physi-
cal Plant/Enid; Geshon Pratt, Resident Life Di-
rector, Boehme Hall/Tonkawa; Yuracy Salazar, 
Nursing Instructor/Enid; Wendy Spiva, and 
Nursing Instructor/Stillwater.

Awards
(Continued from Page 8)

OACC Support Sta� Award Winner Curtis Parr and Interim President Diana Watkins.

OACC Professional Sta� Award Winner Sheryl Nelson 

and Interim President Diana Watkins.

OACC Faculty Award Winner Jill Harmon and Interim President Diana Watkins.
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Service Award photos

30-Year Service Pin Recipient Audrey Schmitz
25-Year Service Pin Recipients Jackie Melson and Ben Hainline

20-Year Service Pin Recipients (L-R): Kurt Campbell, Peggy Evans, 

Fred Heath, Ryan Paul, Shannon Varner, Gene Young
15-Year Service Pin Recipients Kenneth Headrick and Holly Lee
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Service Award photos

10-Year Service Pin Recipients (L-R):  Chad Anderson, Matt Bolz, Elva Perales, 

Ty Shreck, Dr. Frankie Wood-Black
5-Year Service Pin Recipients include Susan Barnes, Terry Chartier, Ofelia Delgadillo, Chris 

Gerber, Ian Layne, Courtney Mikolajczyk, and Darryl Rogers.

1-Year Service Pin Awards (Le�):  Tony Barnes, Jalana Cloud, Kelli Goad, Student Account 

Specialist/Tonkawa; Brandon Gossett, Amanda Horton, Kayla Kelso, Lauren Kennedy, Steven 

Kissel, Michaelene Malan, Shiloh Martin, Kevin Miller; Jonathan Monk, Alene Pitts, Geshon 

Pratt, ; Yuracy Salazar, Wendy Spiva.


