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Dr. Shelly Mancacci named new VPAA

Shelly Mancacci

  Dr. Shelly Mencacci has been named the 
Northern Oklahoma College Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, effective Aug. 5.  The an-
nouncement was made by NOC President Di-
ana Watkins on Monday.
  Mencacci is currently at North Arkansas Col-
lege where she is an associate vice-president.
  “I’m excited to become part of the leadership 
team at Northern Oklahoma College,” said Dr. 
Mencacci.  “My goal is to empower our commu-
nity through education. I’ll be working closely 
with others to create and enhance economic 
opportunities in our area, while also improv-
ing resources for students of all ages across the 
regions we serve. Northern Oklahoma College 
has long been a cultural center and education-
al hub, and I’m committed to building on that 
legacy to benefit our students and community.”
  Watkins said she is excited with what Dr. Men-
cacci will bring to NOC.  
   “We had a strong applicant pool for the posi-
tion of Vice President of Academic Affairs and 
a committee comprised of individuals from all 
three campuses went through two rounds of 
zoom interviews before selecting two finalists 
to come tour all three campuses and meet with 
the Executive Council,” Watkins said.
   “I am thrilled Dr. Shelly Mencacci accept-
ed the offer to join the Executive Council at 
Northern.  Her experience in strategic planning 

and working 
with faculty 
and division 
chairs at a 
multi-campus 
institution will 
be extremely 
valuable as we 
begin drafting 
NOC’s 2025-
2030 strate-
gic plan. As a 
f irst-genera-
tion student 
herself, one 
with lived ex-
perience from rural Choctaw Nation Oklaho-
ma, she is excited to continue the efforts of our 
Native American Serving Non-Tribal Institute 
Grant, “Connecting Students to Promising 
Pathways” and will relate well to our students 
many of whom are the first in their families to 
attend college.”
  Reporting directly to the president, Mencac-
ci will be responsible for providing an institu-
tion-wide vision, leadership and strategic di-
rection for academic programs. In her position, 
she will provide oversight and leadership for all 
functions of academic affairs for the college, a 
multi-campus institution. Mencacci will work 

closely with the president, other vice presi-
dents, academic division chairs and program 
directors to facilitate the overall mission of the 
college and provide the vision and leadership 
that promote and support a commitment to ac-
ademic achievement, excellence in instruction-
al methodology, assessment of teaching and 
learning and student success.
  Mencacci is a born-and-raised Oklahoman 
with two decades of higher education experi-
ence predominately within the community col-
lege sector. 
  She began her career as a graduate assistant 
at Southeastern Oklahoma State University and 
has since evolved to spearhead the advance-
ment of modern curriculum and innovative 
teaching methodologies. Her leadership in both 
academic and student services has been pivot-
al in enhancing educational programs to meet 
evolving industry demands and student needs. 

  She holds a Ph.D. in the field of Education 
from Texas Woman’s University, underpinning 
her commitment to academic excellence. She 
is dedicated to fostering critical thinking and 
cultivating hopefulness in educational envi-
ronments to empower students for prosperous 
futures. 
  Her expertise spans curriculum development, 
strategic planning, and fostering collaborative 
partnerships to enrich the academic experi-
ence. 
  Outside of her professional endeavors, she 
cherishes quality time with family and friends. 
She finds rejuvenation in outdoor activities and 
pursues hobby gardening as a creative outlet. 
  Dr. Mencacci remains focused on advancing 
the mission; to provide transformative edu-
cational opportunities preparing students to 
thrive in a rapidly changing landscape.

NOC August calendar
Aug. 5:  PLC Retreat, NOC Tonkawa
Aug. 5:  Return to Regular Office Hourse
Aug. 6:  Tonkawa Targeted Enrollment
Aug. 7:  Enid Targeted Enrollment
Aug. 8:  Stillwater Targeted Enrollment
Aug. 12:  New Faculty In-Service

Aug. 13:  Faculty Inservice
Aug. 15:  Get Going with Gateway
Aug. 15:  NOC Enid Move-In Day
Aug. 15:  NOC Tonkawa Move-in Day
Aug. 16:  NOC Enid Ready, Jet, Go!
Aug. 16:  NOC Tonkawa Maverick Madness
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Sandy Linton sworn as new regent
  Sandy Salisbury Linton was sworn in as a 
Northern Oklahoma College Regent Wednes-
day at the regents July meeting in Tonkawa.
  Linton, a Tonkawa native, is the retired CFO 
and Co-Owner of Tonkawa Foundry, Inc.  She 
graduated cum laude from William Woods 
University in Fulton, MO, with a BS in Business 
and a BS in Equestrian Science.
  She is a life-long resident of Tonkawa and has 
worked with many aspects of the communi-
ty and trade organizations including Tonkawa 
Public School Board Member, Certified Cities 
Economic Development Program Chair, Heart 
in the Park Tonkawa Board Member, American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life Chair, American 

Foundry Society National Board Member and 
Cast Metals Institute Chair.
  Linton was sworn in by the Hon. Judge Lee 
Turner, District Judge for Kay and Noble Coun-
ties.
  “We are very pleased to have Sandi Linton 
joining the NOC Board of Regents,” said NOC 
President Diana Watkins.  “Her experience 
in private industry coupled with her commit-
ment to public education, as evidenced by the 
many years she served on the Tonkawa School 
Board, will be great assets to us at Northern.  I 
already appreciate her enthusiasm and look 

(See Linton on Page 3)

NOC August Birthdays

Joshua Harris		  Aug. 1
Jonathan Monk	 Aug. 2
Paige Larson		  Aug. 4
Brad Matson		  Aug. 6
Jack Nathan		  Aug. 6
Gene Young		  Aug. 8
Todd Ging		  Aug. 8
Neisha Jones		  Aug. 8
Curtis Parr		  Aug. 9
Erin McCoy		  Aug. 11

Paul Lester		  Aug. 13
Fred Heath		  Aug. 15
Scott Cloud		  Aug. 18
Sarah Vitale		  Aug. 20
Trystan Berry		  Aug. 22
Bart Allen		  Aug. 23
Paul Bowers		  Aug. 24
Jennifer Hammons	 Aug. 26
Anna Roland		  Aug. 26
Rachel	Kroemer	 Aug. 27
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Linton
(Continued from Page 2)

forward to her insights as we strive to achieve 
the college’s mission of creating life-changing 
experiences and developing students as effec-
tive learners and leaders.”
  The regents also approved an internal audit 
report prepared and explained by Justin Kersey 
of Crawford & Associates PC.  The audit which 
covered a number of different areas reported 
only four minor findings.
  “We appreciate the NOC staff for their coop-
eration,” he said.  “We enjoy working with a 
group of dedicated employees.”
  Board members also heard a report on NOC’s 
food service contract.  The regents authorized 
President Diana Watkins and Vice President for 
Financial Affairs Anita Simpson to negotiate 
and sign a five-year contract with Great West-
ern Dining for the school’s food service starting 
in Fall 2024.
  The board also approved a number of internal 
documents including the Fall Course Catalog, 
Student Handbook, Athletic Handbook, and 
Employee Handbook.
  In the administrator updates, Watkins said 
that NOC Tonkawa hosted 350 students at the 
Sheep Field Day on July 15.  
  Vice President for Student Affairs Jason John-
son reported that 62 NOC athletes were named 

Sandy Linton was sworn in Wednesday as the 
newest member of the NOC Board of Regents 
by the Hon. Judge Lee Turner. (photo by Shi-
loh Martin/Northern Oklahoma College)

NJCAA Academic All-Americans including 24 
named to the First Team (4.0 GPA).  Johnson 
added that seven athletic programs recorded a 
team GPA of 3.0 or better.  They include Wom-
en’s Soccer (Enid), Women’s Basketball (Tonka-
wa and Enid), Softball (Tonkawa and Enid), 
and Baseball (Tonkawa and Enid).
  The next meeting is Sept. 11 in Enid.

Move-in times set for residence halls
  NOC Enid and Tonkawa students will be mov-
ing into residence halls starting Aug. 15.
  Move-in starts at 9 a.m. with a parents meeting 
at 2 p.m. on each campus (Walcher Center at 
NOC Tonkawa and Montgomery Hall at NOC 
Enid).
  Welcome events are planned for Aug. 16-19 
for both campuses.
  NOC Enid will host their Ready, Jet, GO! event 

at Montgomey Hall on Friday, Aug. 16, at 1 p.m. 
while NOC Tonkawa will host Maverick Mad-
ness on Friday, Aug. 16 at 1 p.m. at the Renfro 
Center.  
  More details will be released next week.
  Get Going with Gateway at NOC Stillwater is 
set for Aug. 15, from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the Class-
room Building.  
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Christopher and Dr. Juliana Nykolaiszyn have established the NOC Gateway Student Schol-
arship Fund through the NOC Foundation.  Pictured (L-R): Vice President for Development 
& Community Relations Sheri Snyder, Vice President for Stillwater Dr. Marsh Howard, Dr. 
Juliana Nykolaiszyn, NOC Science instructor Christopher Storm, NOC President Diana Wat-
kins, Director of Development and Donor Relations Candy Oller. (photo by Shiloh Martin/
Northern Oklahoma College).

NOC establishes new Gateway 
Student Scholarship Fund

to go back to college and, through hard work 
and balancing the needs of being students and 
workers, ultimately achieved our dreams of Ju-
liana becoming a librarian and me becoming 
an educator.  This would not have been possible 
without financial assistance.”
  “By setting up this scholarship fund, we hope 
to  do  our small part in advancing lifelong 
learning and the career trajectory of NOC-OSU 
Gateway students,” he added.
  “This fund was also created to serve as a readily 
available option for anybody to assist our great 
NOC students attending the Stillwater campus.  

(See Storm on Page 5)

  The Northern Oklahoma College Foundation, 
Inc. acknowledges the establishment of the 
NOC Gateway Student Scholarship Fund. 
  Through the generous support of NOC sci-
ence instructor Christopher Storm and his wife 
Dr: Juliana Nykolaiszyn, the establishment of 
this restricted scholarship fund will provide 
students an opportunity to pursue their educa-
tional goals at Northern Oklahoma College. 
  “A college education can provide many things, 
including new beginnings and experienc-
es,” Storm said.  “Juliana and I experienced 
many of the financial issues that many of our 
students  face.   We both were in the work-
force,  barely making ends meet.   We decided 
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Storm
(Continued from Page 4)

All alumni, families, individuals, organizations, 
and businesses that want to assist these students 
are welcome and fully encouraged to contribute 
to this great cause,” he said.
  NOC President Diana Watkins thanked the 
Storm family for their generosity and the im-
pact of the scholarship.
  “I am extremely excited about the creation of 
this scholarship for NOC/OSU Gateway stu-
dents,” Watkins said.   “The fact that it was es-
tablished by a faculty member in our Physical 
Science Division underscores what I know to 
be true about our faculty and staff at NOC: they 
truly embrace our tagline of Life Changing.   
Assisting college students financially is, in fact, 
‘Life Changing.’”
  This scholarship, established by the Storm 
Family of Stillwater, Oklahoma, seeks to em-
power and support students who are striving 
to overcome financial barriers and achieve 
their academic goals. Geared toward the NOC/
OSU Gateway Program, the Storm Family is 
committed to supporting NOC Stillwater s t u -

d e n t s .  T h e  S t o r m  F a m i l y ’s  g o a l  i s 
t o  m o v e  t o w a r d  a  permanently restricted 
endowed fund in the future.
  Applications must be made through the NOC 
Scholarship Office.  The recipient must be a 
non-traditional full-time or part-time NOC or 
Gateway student and preferably a single parent 
who has completed 12 academic credit hours in-
cluding at least one credit hour at NOC Stillwater 
and have a cumulative 2.50 grade point average or 
higher.
  Oklahoma State University students attending 
NOC Stillwater do not qualify.
  The NOC Stillwater scholarship committee shall 
determine the recipient(s) with input from the 
Storm family.  The NOC Institutional Scholarship 
office shall administer the award.
  Those wishing to make a gift to the NOC Foun-
dation can contact the Foundation office at 
580.628.6292  or online at  Give to NOC | North-
ern Oklahoma College or www.noc.edu/develop-
ment/foundation/give-online/ .

Michael Dominguez to coach Lady Jets
  Northern Oklahoma College has selected Michael Dominguez to 
lead the NOC Enid Lady Jets basketball program.
  Dominguez comes to NOC after three years as head at coach 
at the University of the Southwest, an NAIA private school in 
Hobbs, New Mexico.
  “I am incredibly honored and excited to be announced as the 
new Head Coach of Northern Oklahoma College Enid,” Domin-
guez said.  “First and foremost, I want to extend my heartfelt grat-
itude to (NOC Athletic Director) Alan Foster for entrusting me 
with this tremendous responsibility. It is truly a privilege to join 
such a distinguished institution known for its strong commitment 
to academic excellence and athletic achievement.”
  “From the moment I stepped foot on campus, I felt at home and 

(See Dominguez on Page 6)
Michael Dominguez
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Dominguez
(Continuned from Page 5)

valued,” he added.  “The opportunity to lead the 
women’s basketball program is not just a career 
milestone for me, but a chance to contribute to 
the proud legacy of NOC Enid.”
  “As we look ahead to the upcoming season 
and beyond, I envision a program that embod-
ies the values of integrity, perseverance, and 
teamwork.,” he said.  “Together, we will strive 
for excellence in every aspect of our athletic en-
deavors. My goal is not only to develop skilled 
athletes but also to nurture individuals of char-
acter who will represent NOC-Enid with pride 
on and off the field.  Thank you once again for 
this incredible opportunity. Go Jets!”
  NOC Athletic Director Alan Foster is excited 
for Dominguez and the Lady Jet program.
  “I am pleased to welcome Michael and his 
family to the NOC Jet family,” Foster said.   “I 
am super excited about the leadership he will 
provide our women’s basketball program.  Be-
ing able to hire someone with his experience as 
a college coach was a win for Jets Athletics.   I 
am confident in his vision and leadership abil-
ities.”

  At the University of the Southwest, Domin-
guez led the program to the most wins all time, 
most conference wins all time, most playoff 
wins, and most playoff appearances.  His teams 
broke 26 records, he also coached eight all-con-
ference players.
  His teams also excelled in the classroom with 
team GPA’s of 3.67 (2021-22), 3.45 (2022-23), 
and 3.72 (2023-24).  He coached 25 players who 
earned All-Conference Academic Honors.
  Dominquez earned two degrees, Science and 
Sports Psychology) from Grand Canyon Uni-
versity.  
  His previous coaching experience includes 
Alderson Broaddus University (NCAA Divi-
sion 2) in West Virginia, Southern Arkansas 
University (NCAA Division 2) in Arkansas, 
South Mountain Community College (NJCAA 
Division 2) in Arizona, Ironwood High School 
(Arizona), and a Senior Scout for Prep Girls 
Hoops.
  He replaces Kelli Jennings who coached the 
Lady Jets the past four seasons.

NOC athletes earn academic honors
    The NJCAA has announced the 2023-24 Aca-
demic Teams of the Year.  NJCAA student-ath-
letes continued to excel in the classroom as 
1,194 teams earned at least a 3.0 GPA or better.
  For Jets athletics, NOC Enid Jets Baseball fin-
ished 4th in the nation with a 3.70 GPA while 
NOC Enid Lady Jet Basketball finished 5th with 
a 3.66 GPA.
  Jet Softball earned a 3.61 GPA while Women’s 
Soccer earned a 3.37
  A number of individual NOC Enid athletes 
earned Academic All-American Honors.

First Team (4.0 GPA)
  Softball:  Whitley Cash, Megan Fultz, Audra 
Henderson, Sidney Redmon, Jenna Thomas.
  Baseball:  Blake Limberg, Miles Lock, Daniel 
Schlehuber, Creed Smith, Aydan Voitik, Cale 
Wetwiska, Jake Wolfinbarger.
  Women’s Basketball:  Corky Hall, Ashlan 
Light, Darcy Roberts.
  Women’s Soccer:  Jurney Johnston, Evee Jones, 
Vanessa Markl

(See Athletes on Page 7)
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Athletics
(Continued from Page 6)

  Men’s Soccer: Noah Weichbrodt
Second Team (3.80-3.99 GPA)

  Baseball:  Aaron Baker, Carson Sowell
  Men’s Soccer: Reik Barrak, Sebastian Farias, 
Diego Mora Vegas
  Women’s Basketball:  Brooklyn Bayless, Katie 
Edelen, Shiloh Fletcher.
  Softball:  Tylie Ligons, Krisyana Pellett, Karis 
Stewart, Sierra Woods.
  Women’s Soccer:  Hailey Stage  
  Men’s Basketball:  Kole Scott

Third Team (3.60-3.79 GPA)
  Women’s Soccer:  Karolina Arriaga (EWS), 
Kya Cornett, Jacey Johnston, Monika Oliveras.
  Men’s Soccer:  Gabriel Bonini
  Softball:  Jaidyn Burrell, Adelyn White
  Baseball:  Jhett Creel, Kade Goeke, Julio He-
redia, Logan May, Kyle Roberts, Cooper Smith, 
Owen Tracy, Logan Wade.
  Women’s Basketball:  Rachel Fischer

  In Tonkawa, Lady Mavs Basketball earned 
a 3.47 GPA while Softball earned a 3.12 and 
Tonkawa Baseball earned a 3.11.
  A number of Maverick athletes earned Aca-
demic All-American honors.

First Team (4.0 GPA)
  Softball:  Hannah Endicott, Maggie Glasgow, 
Shiloh Roberson.
  Baseball:  Liam McKinney

Second Team (3.80 – 3.99 GPA)
  Baseball:  Brendon Carter, Jakeb Koop
  Women’s Basketball:  Keely Hussey, Landri 
Hussey, Natalie Walker
  Softball: Jaci Johnson  

Third Team (3.60 – 3.79 GPA)
  Baseball:  Elijah Laus, Ethan Rossi
  Women’s Basketball:  Marta Perez Souza, 
Mattie Rich, Madelyn Wehrenberg
  Softball:  Elyssa Kaniatobe

NOC Foundation establishes Dr. Robert 
“Bob” Matthiesen Memorial Scholarship

retirement in 2004.   He dearly loved farming, 
which he jokingly referred to as his hobby, 
and he dearly loved teaching at NOC. It gave 
him great joy to help his students.   He was a 
“do-gooder” in all aspects of his life. His goal 
was always to make things better for people he 
interacted with.
  NOC President Diana Watkins is excited for 
the scholarship opportunity.
    “Dr. Matthiesen had just retired when I began 
teaching at Northern, but I’m certainly familiar 
with the impact he had on ag students at NOC,” 

(See Matthiesen on Page 8)

  The Northern Oklahoma College Foundation, 
Inc. is pleased to announce the establishment 
of the Dr. Robert “Bob” Matthiesen Memorial 
Scholarship fund. 
  Through the generous support of the NOC 
Agriculture and Biological Science Depart-
ment,  this fund will assist high school seniors 
who have participated in the NOC Ag Inter-
scholastic Contest with the opportunity to 
achieve their educational goals at Northern 
Oklahoma College in Tonkawa.  
  Dr. Robert Lee Matthiesen, affectionately 
known as “Dr. Bob” was a professor of Science 
and Agriculture at NOC from 1993 until his 
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The NOC Foundation recently established the Dr. Robert “Bob” Matthiesen Memorial Schol-
arship for an Agriculture major at NOC Tonkawa.  Pictured (L-R):  Vice President for De-
velopment & Community Relations Sheri Snyder, NOC President Diana Watkins, Ag and 
Biological Sciences Division Chair Tricia Moore, and Director of Development and Donor 
Relations Candy Oller.  (photo by Shiloh Martin/Northern Oklahoma College).

Matthieson 
(Continued from Page 7)

Watkins said.  “I love that his legacy will con-
tinue in this manner. We have around 800 stu-
dents attending the Ag Interscholastic Contest 
each year, all of whom will learn of Dr. Bob’s 
contributions to Ag Education through the an-
nouncement of this scholarship opportunity.”  
  Candidates must be a graduating senior and 
have participated in the NOC Ag Interscholas-
tic Contest held in March each year.  The stu-
dent must be enrolled as an Agriculture major 
at NOC.
  The NOC Agriculture and Biological Sciences 
Division will select the recipient while the Noc 
Institutional Scholarship Office will administer 

the award.
  Monies raised and/or donated for scholar-
ship purposes shall be used to provide a $1,000 
award annually to a full-time student at North-
ern Oklahoma College Tonkawa. 
  Those wishing to make a gift to this NOC 
Foundation fund or others can contact the 
Foundation office at 580.628.6292  or online 
at  Give to NOC | Northern Oklahoma College 
or www.noc.edu/development/foundation/
give-online/ .


