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Sosa, Rich named NOC Tonkawa Homecoming king, queen
  Jose Sosa and Kailey Rich were named North-
ern Oklahoma College Tonkawa Homecom-
ing king and queen Monday, March 2, at Fos-
ter-Piper Fieldhouse.
  Sosa is a sophomore from Laverne, Oklahoma. 
Rich is a sophomore from Prague, Oklahoma.
  Other queen candidates included Jadison 
Ackerman, Kaidince Calvert and Kennedy 
Zook. Other attendants included Trystyn Estes, 
Waleed Khairi and Sam Nam.
  Ackerman represented NOC Phi Theta Kappa. 
She is a sophomore from Edmond majoring in 
arts and sciences. She is an active member of 
the NOC softball team and PTK. She was es-
corted by Trystyn Estes.
  Estes represented the NOC Artforum Art 
Club. He is a freshman from Newkirk majoring 
in art and is an active member of Artforum.
  Calvert represented NOC Maverick softball. 
She is a sophomore from Kiefer majoring in 
arts and sciences and business administration. 
She is the captain of the NOC softball team and 
president of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. 
She was escorted by Waleed Khairi.
  Khairi represented NOC men’s wrestling. He is 
a sophomore from North Richland Hills, Texas, 
majoring in nursing. He is an active member 
of the men’s wrestling team and the Wellness 
Center.
  Rich represented the NOC President’s Leader-
ship Council. She is a sophomore from Prague 

Jose Sosa and Kailey Rich were elected NOC Tonkawa Homecoming king, queen for 2025-26.  
Pictured are the king, queen, and court.  Front Row (L-R):  Jadison Ackerman, Queen Kailey 
Rich, Kennedy Zook, Kaidince Calvert.  Back Row (L-R):  Trystyn Estes, King Jose Sosa, Sam 
Nam, Waleed Khairi.  (photo by Caroline Hillock/NOC).

majoring in pre-pharmacy. She is an active 
member of the President’s Leadership Council, 
the NOC softball team, Baptist Collegiate Min-
istry and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Rich 

was escorted by Sosa.
  Sosa also represented the President’s Leader-
ship Council. He is a sophomore from Laverne 
majoring in chemistry. He is an active mem-

ber of the NOC band, Rocket Club, President’s 
Leadership Council and Phi Theta Kappa. He 
has been named to the President’s Honor Roll 
each semester.
  Zook represented NOC Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry. She is a sophomore from Waynoka 
majoring in psychology. She is an active mem-
ber of the NOC softball team, Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
Zook was escorted by Nam.
  Nam also represented NOC Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry. He is a sophomore from Richardson, 
Texas, majoring in physical education. He is an 
active member of the men’s wrestling team and 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry.

  The Northern Oklahoma Division of Fine 
Arts presents ‘A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder” March 5-8 at the Kinzer Performing 
Arts Center in Tonkawa.
  Showtime is 7:30 p.m. March 5-7 and 2 p.m. on 
March 8 in the Dineo Heilmann Auditorium.
  The musical is noted as “A Bloody Brilliant 
Musical.”

Spring musical 
starts tonight

(See Musical on Page 2)
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  Admission is $10 for adults and $7 for chil-
dren.  Children under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult.
  Admission is free for NOC students, faculty, 
and staff with ID.   
  The musical is directed by NOC Fine Arts Fac-
ulty member Chad Anderson.
  The production is based on the book by Roy 
Honiman, music and lyrics by Steven Lutvak. 
The production is based on the book and lyrics 
by Robert L. Freedman.

Musical
(Continued from Page 1)

NOC faculty travelled to Alva for a day long conference during which Dr. Frankie WoodBlack 
presented.  NOC And NWOSU are partnering to provide multiple trainings for faculty on 
the topic of Teaching in the era of Generative AI. The next session is this Thursday co led by 
NWOSU’s VPAA Dr. Steven Mayer and NOC’s VPAA Dr. Shelly Mencacci. 
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Alan Foster			   March 5
Ashley Kruse			   March 6
Scott Harmon			   March 7
Brady Kohler			   March 7
Cindy Esch 			   March 9
Matthew Bolz			   March 10
Sherrie Martin			  March 10
Joe Jolly			   March 14
Greg Krause			   March 16
Logan Lawrence		  March 18
Destiny Davis			   March 18

Lerna Deyirmencian		  March 21
Brian Baird			   March 22
Patricia Briggs			  March 22
Teresa Reich			   March 23
Breanna Beaty			  March 25
Nathan Oesterle		  March 27
April Heitfeld			   March 28
Jimilea Jansson		  March 28
Christopher Young		  March 28
Chris Townsend		  March 29

March NOC Staculty Birthdays

Bryan Kenney accepts women’s 
wrestling position at NSU
  Northern Oklahoma College Men’s Wrestling 
Coach Bryan Kenney has accepted a position as 
the head women’s coach at Northeastern State 
University.
  Kenney helped restart the men’s program in 
2024.
  “I want to thank everyone at Northern Okla-
homa College and the town of Tonkawa,” Ken-
ney said.   “These past two years have been a 
huge blessing. Moving from Texas to Northern 
Oklahoma was a unique experience as I tran-
sitioned from high school to college coaching. 
The people we met and the relationships we 
made has helped our family call this area home. 

I am thankful for the grind and the special pro-
gram we built at NOC.”
  “To our wrestlers — they are the reason this 
experience has meant so much,” he added.   
“They helped push me to continually improve. 
  Kenney had parting words for the Maverick 
wrestlers.
  “I will always be proud of what we accom-
plished together and the men and women you 
are becoming,” he said.  “We have our final push 
together as seven of our guys and women’s team 
goes to nationals. As a family we thank you for 
being a part of “The Kenney Family” and being 
role models for our own kids.”
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  Northern Oklahoma College sophomore bas-
ketball player Boxy Wallace received the Don-
ald R. Hays  last Thursday night.
  The scholarship is for the 2025-26 academic 
year.
  The late Ms. Eleanor Hays established this 
scholarship is 1991 in memory of her husband, 
Mr. Donald R. Hays, who was a former bas-
ketball player at Northern (at the time it was 
called the University Preparatory School) and 
the University of Oklahoma. This scholarship 
has been awarded for over 30 years beginning 
in 1995. 
  Wallace received a $1,000 scholarship award 
for being the basketball player who attained the 
highest-grade point average as a freshman.  Wal-
lace is an Arts and Science major from Moore, 
Oklahoma, and plays guard for the Mavericks.  

Wallace was joined on the court by his parents 
Hans Abrahamsen and Kay Abrahamsen.  
  Presenting the scholarship certificate was La-
rissa Hays Hautekeete, granddaughter of Elea-
nor and Donald R. Hays.
  “Boxy is an excellent choice to be the recipi-
ent of this scholarship,” said Mavs head coach 
Brandon Gossett.  “Boxy works hard in the 
classroom and deserves to be rewarded.  His 
commitment to academics while juggling ath-
letics reflects the type of worker and person he 
is.”
  Also assisting with the presentation are, Mav-
erick Head Coach Brandon Gossett, Director of 
Development and Planned Giving Candy Oller,  
Director of Development and Annual Giving 
Kayla Wooderson, and Athletic Director Alan 
Foster. 

Northern Oklahoma College sophomore Boxy Wallace (center) received the Donald R. Hays 
Scholarship for the 2025-26 academic year last Thursday night. Joining him on the court 
are (L-R): Kayla Wooderson, Director of Development and Annual Giving; Candy Oller, 
Director of Development and Planned Giving; Larissa Hays Hautekeete, granddaughter of 
Eleanor and Donald R. Hays; Kay Abrahamsen; Boxy Wallace; Hans Abrahamsen; Brandon 
Gossett; and Alan Foster.  (photo by Caroline Hillock/NOC)

Boxy Wallace named Donald Hays 
Scholarship winner
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  Northern Oklahoma College Athletic Training 
student Heath Howell received the Nevona Ke-
gans scholarship for athletic training Thursday 
night at NOC.
   Kegans, a 1961 alumna of Northern Oklahoma 
Junior College; was a member of the Mavettes, 
the Women’s Basketball Team and served as 
dorm proctor in Easterling Hall.  
  She returned to her alma mater in 1963 where 
she served in many capacities within the athlet-
ic and student affairs department. 
  She was instrumental in establishing the ath-
letic training program at Northern and retired 
as Dean of Women and HPE&R division chair 
after serving the institution for 40 years. 
  Kegans’ commitment to Northern and contin-

ued support will provide students a chance to 
pursue their higher educational goals at North-
ern Oklahoma College. 
  Howell is an HPE&R Athletic Training major 
from Perry, Oklahoma. Howell is the 9th re-
cipient of this award and is receiving a $500.00 
scholarship. Joining Howell on the court was 
his mother, Valerie Howell.  
  Presenting the scholarship certificate to Heath 
were Nevona Kegans Bossert and NOC Athlet-
ic Trainer, Summer McClure. Assisting with the 
presentation were Candy Oller, Director of De-
velopment and Planned Giving, Kayla Wood-
erson, Director of Development and Annual 
Giving and Athletic Director, Alan Foster. 

NOC Athletic Training student Heath Howell received the Nevona Kegans Athletic Training 
Scholarship on Feb. 26.  Pictured (L-R):  Kayla Wooderson, Director of Development and 
Annual Giving; Candy Oller, Director of Development and Planned Giving; NOC Athletic 
Trainer Summer McClure, Valerie Howell, Heath Howell, Nevona Kegans Bossert, and NOC 
Athletic Director Alan Foster. (photo by Caroline Hillock/NOC)

Heath Howell earns Nevona Kegans 
Athletic Training Scholarship
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  The Northern Oklahoma College Student 
Government Association hosted Oklahoma 
City attorney and Enid native Skip Kelly at 
NOC Enid on Tuesday as part of the Enid SGA 
Speaker Series.
  Kelly’s talk was titled, “There is no Communi-
ty without Unity.”
  Kelly spoke to NOC students and Enid com-
munity members about ways to build a good 
community.  
  “Utilize all your talents,” Kelly said.  “Wheth-
er it be your time, money, labor, or talent.  Ev-
eryone has something to offer wherever you 
live.  Many of you students may not live in Enid 
when you leave NOC but be a part of the com-
munity wherever you live.”

NOC Enid Student Government Association students hosted Skip Kelly for the NOC Speaker 
Series in February.  Front Row (L-R):  McCalah Burkhart, Alyssa Harvey, Noah Morriss, De-
gean Jones, Kelten Payne, Speaker Skip Kelly, Gavin Barnard, Oryne Stewart.  Not Pictured:  
Grant Barnard.  (photo by Caroline Hillock/NOC).

Skip Kelly speaks to NOC Enid 
regarding community

  Kelly gave an example of the strong Enid com-
munity when he told the story of an Enid ele-
mentary teacher that he remembered from his 
school days.  After Kelly left for college in Texas 
and returned to Enid after two months, she saw 
him and asked him why he wasn’t in college.
  “She told me that I would be in college the 
next semester,” Kelly joked.  “And I was.  You 
see, that’s what a strong community does.  Peo-
ple look after each other, they hold each oth-
er accountable, they give their time, they show 
they care.  That’s what builds a strong commu-
nity and I challenge the students here to build a 
strong community in their future.”

(See Kelly on Page 7)
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  Vice President for NOC Enid Jeremy Hise 
closed the program reiterating Kelly’s message 
to students and community members.
  “Unity requires effort and communication,” 
Hise said.  “Try to give back what you can and 
be part of the community you live.”
  Enid SGA members MaCalah Burkhart, Noah 
Morris, and Alyssa Harvey participated in the 
program.

Kelly
(Continued from Page 6)

The NOC Maternal Child and Adult II Nursing Students attended the 2026 Nurses Day at 
the Capitol March 3 at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, with Rachel Kroemer (Faculty). Everyone also attended a Capitol Tour. Ma-
ternal Child Students include: Alexis Babot, Krystal Diaz, Hailee Jackson, Katheryan Kar-
rick, Cheyenne Kester, Kristin Malget, Shaylyn Moore-Vogele, Elayna Shelest, Megan Snyder, 
Erin Talkington, Kristen Andrade, Marybel Garcia, Joley Harris, Megan Holt, Chloe Johnson, 
Kirsten Maly, Zarai Porras, Shasta Reim, Dani Rios-Ramirez, Isidoro Rojo-Fuentes, Saira Ro-
jo-Fuentes, Emilie Thompson, Adrienne Young.  Adult II Students include: Marissa Aase, Ines 
Diaz-Lopez, Grayce Downey, Shelbie Kelly, Arlene Oxley, Jessica Ryder, Kennedy Williams, 
Jacquelyn Collins, Tiphani Hull, Abigael (Moyinoluwa) Nightingale, Karlie Parsons, Anahi 
Porras, Ashlynn Slusser
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  Northern Oklahoma College wrestling is send-
ing 19 wrestlers to the NJCAA National Wres-
tling Championships in Council Bluffs, Iowa.
  The two-day event is set for March 6-7.
  Women’s qualifiers are as follows:
103:  Leila Rosas, KyLee Smith
110:  Brooklynn Huggins, Angela Lee
117:  Carla West
124:  Jordan Williams
131:  Carlaeona Hockert, Annie Gallegos
138:  Miah Kenny
145:  Ashley Schwarz
160:  Janaye Wise
207:  Madison Welch

  Men qualifiers are as follows:
125:  Jimmy Swenson
133:  John Marriott
157:  Jaiden Johnson
165:  Waleed Khairi
184:  Keaton Belsha
197:  Tyzel Zachry
285:  Christian Clark
  Wrestling starts at 9 a.m. both Friday and Sat-
urdayy.  

NOC Men’s and Women’s wrestler will be in Council Bluffs, Iowa, March 6-7 for their nation-
nal tournament.  (photo by Caroline Hillock/NOC)

Lady Mavs, Mavs wrestlers head to 
Iowa for the NJCAA Championships

 April 11th       2026

Resource Fair forResource Fair for
Families and IndividualsFamilies and Individuals

DDRESS UP AS A SUPERHERO!RESS UP AS A SUPERHERO!

Join Us For Ice Cream,Join Us For Ice Cream,
Paddle Boats, Petting Zoo, Putt-Putt, Paddle Boats, Petting Zoo, Putt-Putt, 
Family Fun Activities, and Meet Your Family Fun Activities, and Meet Your 

Favorite Superhero!Favorite Superhero!

EVERYTHING IS FREE!EVERYTHING IS FREE!
Lunch Begins at 11 am

9 am – Noon   
9 am – Noon   

North Meadowlake Park in Enid

North Meadowlake Park in Enid

JABJABŌŌT IN RI TARINAE 
T IN RI TARINAE 

RO REUTIEJRO REUTIEJ

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:
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  Wilma Harman is one of three to be honored 
March 26 as Northern Oklahoma College Dis-
tinguished Alumni for 2026.
  Harman, deceased, NOC Class of 1973, was an 
NOC Fine Arts Division Instructor.
  Harman lived a life defined by music, devo-
tion, and an unwavering commitment to the 
students and communities she served. Born 
July 27, 1933, to Lloyd and Verna Masters in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma, she discovered her love 
for music at an early age. At just six years old, 
she accompanied her brother Wayne to an ac-
cordion lesson and left in tears—not because 
she disliked it, but because she longed to play 
herself. Though the accordion was nearly big-
ger than she was, her determination convinced 
her parents and teacher to find a smaller instru-
ment. That moment marked the beginning of a 
lifelong musical journey.
  Throughout grade school, Harman studied ac-
cordion and later transitioned to piano, study-
ing under respected instructors in Deer Creek 
and Blackwell. By high school, her talent was 
unmistakable. After performing her first solo 
recital as a junior, her instructor remarked that 
it felt like attending a college recital. Encour-
aged to expand her abilities, she began studying 
the organ as well.
  She graduated from Deer Creek High School 
in 1951 and married Lyman F. Harman soon af-
ter his basic training in the U.S. Navy. In 1957, 
they settled in Blackwell, Oklahoma, where 
they raised five children and welcomed many 
more into their extended family. Even while 
raising a busy household, she remained deeply 
involved in church music, serving as organist, 
choir director, and music chair at First Chris-
tian Church for 52 years—a role she cherished.
  In 1965, she became the music teacher at 
Braman Public Schools, where her students 

NOC Calendar
March 7

Away Lady Mavs/Mavs Wrestling at NJCAA National Tournament in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 9 
a.m.
Home Mavs Baseball vs. Northeast Iowa, noon/2:30 p.m.
Home Jets Baseball vs. North Iowa, 1 p.m./4 p.m.
Away Jets Softball at Branson (MO) vs. Johnson County (KS)/St. Louis (MO), 2:30 p.m./4:30 
p.m.
“A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder,” KPAC, 7:30 p.m., Tonkawa

March 8
Home Mavs Baseball vs. Northeast Iowa, noon/2:30 p.m.
Home Jets Baseball vs. North Iowa, 1 p.m./4 p.m.
“A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder,” KPAC, 2 p.m., Tonkawa
BCM Open House, 8 p.m. – 10 p.m., Tonkawa

March 9
Begin Summer Enrollment
Begin Late 8-Week Courses
Bingo for Food, Student Union, 7:30 p.m., Tonkawa

March 10
Free Lunch, BCM, 11:15 a.m. – 1 p.m., Tonkawa
Home Jets Softball vs. Cloud (KS), 2 p.m./4 p.m.
Spring Nursing White Coat Ceremony, 2nd Floor Commons, 4 p.m., Stillwater
The Gathering, BCM, 8 p.m., Enid

March 11
Sophomore Transfer Day, Zollars Lobby, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Enid
Free Lunch, Wesley House, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Tonkawa
Free BCM Lunch, Gantz Center, 11:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m., Enid
Home Mavs Softball vs. Neosho (KS), 2p.m./4 p.m.
Bingo for Food, Gantz Center, 7 p.m., Enid
The Gathering, BCM, 7:30 p.m., Tonkawa

March 12
Away Jets Baseball vs. Murray, 1 p.m./4 p.m.
Away Mavs Baseball vs. Western, 1 p.m./4 p.m.
Away Mavs Softball vs. Independence (KS), 2 p.m./4 p.m.

March 13
Residence Halls Close, 3 p.m., Tonkawa and Enid
Final Day to Add/Log on to Late 8-Week Courses
Final Day to Drop Late 8-Week Courses with a Full Refund
Greece/Italy Global Ed Study Abroad Trip (March 13-23)

Former NOC Fine Arts Instructor set 
for Distinguished Alumni induction

Wilma Harman

achieved no-
table success 
in compe-
titions and 
performanc-
es. Though 
changes in 
state certifica-
tion require-
ments eventu-
ally ended her 
tenure there, 
the transition 
opened an-
other door. In 
1973, Harman 
began work-
ing at Northern Oklahoma College as secretary 
to Bill Heilmann—“Uncle Bill”—while also 
teaching piano. Before long, she was directing 
and shaping vocal groups including the Roust-
abouts, NocQuints, Nocturnes, and Northern 
Knights. Her vision helped organize and elevate 
these ensembles, and she became the heart of 
the Roustabout family.
  Determined to earn formal credentials, she 
pursued higher education while working and 
raising her family, completing coursework at 
NOC and Northwestern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity before earning her Master of Music Ed-
ucation degree from Wichita State University.
  To her students, Harman was far more than 
a teacher. Her office door—and her home—
were always open. Roustabouts gathered at her 
house for popcorn, movies, and laughter. She 
pushed students beyond their comfort zones, 
saw potential they could not yet see, and offered 
both accountability and unconditional encour-

(See Harman on Page 10)
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agement. Alumni described her as charismatic, 
patient, kind, and generous with her affection.
  Even after retiring from NOC in 2002, she con-
tinued accompanying choirs, teaching private 
lessons, and sharing her love of music well into 
her 80s. On July 3, 2024, at age 90, she joined 
what many imagine as God’s heavenly choir.
  She did not work for recognition—she worked 
because she loved music with her whole being. 
Her legacy lives on through generations of stu-
dents, family, and friends who still hear her in-
fluence every time they sit at a piano or lift their 
voices in song.
  Adam Leaming and Rick Scott will also be in-
ducted on March 26.
  Non-refundable tickets are now available for 

$25 each.
  The Class of 1976 will also be recognized.  The 
Alumni Legacy Scholarship will also be pre-
sented.
  The banquet will be held at the Renfro Center 
at 6 p.m.
  The award recognizes the achievements of for-
mer students whose personal lives, professional 
achievements and community service exempli-
fy the objectives of the college.  
  A complete listing of Distinguished Alumni 
Hall of Fame Award recipients is located on the 
NOC website at www.noc.edu/alumni.  
  Please contact Ciera Kirby at ciera.kirby@noc.
edu or 580.628.6685 for ticket information.

Harman
(Continued from Page 9)

A Weekly Portal to the North Oklahoma Sky

Brought to you by the Bert & Janice Mackie 
Planetarium at Northern Oklahoma College

This Week’s Viewing Conditions:
  The Moon: The Moon will be wanning so it 
will start dimming. The Moon rise will be later 
in the evenings allowing for better evening 
viewing.  (Remember its time to Spring For-
ward to Daylight savings time.) 
  Weather: Check the forecast!  The weekend 
looks to be clearing with a chance of rain on 
Tuesday, March 10.  The weekend looks prom-
ising for star gazing.

Highlights for the Week of Friday, March 6 
to March 13, 2026
  This Week – Jupiter is going to be near the 
“Twins,” Caster and Pollux and should be 
bright in the sky.  Saturn and Venus are going 
to pair up in the evening sky.  Look for them 
shortly after sunset about a finger’s width 
above the western horizon.   
  The Moon is going to help you locate Spica, the 
brightest star in the constellation Virgo.  As the 
Moon rises in the late evening of the 6th, you 
will be able to see Spica just above it.

Astronomical Notes

Virgo is the second-largest constellation in the 
sky, and marks our transition into spring. It 
contains 11 Messier Objects and there are 58 
stars visible to the naked eye. Spica, the bright-
est “star,” is actually a binary star system that is 
approximately 250 light-years from Earth.  

Citizen Science Corner: The NOC Challenge
This Week’s Mission: The “Finger-Width” Plan-
et Race This week offers a unique chance to wit-
ness the orbital speeds of our neighbors. While 
planets look like “stars,” they are constantly in 
motion against the background of space.
  The Task: On the evening of March 6, locate 
Venus and Saturn in the West shortly after sun-
set. They will be about “one finger’s width” apart 
(approx. 1 degree).
  The Observation: Check back on March 8 and 
10. Are they getting closer together or mov-
ing further apart? Which planet appears to be 
“moving” faster relative to the horizon?

Pro Viewing Tip
Avoiding the “Moon Wash”
Spica will be close to the Moon, and thus will 
appear smaller and dimmer than it actually 
is.  To see Spica’s “blue” color, stand in a spot 
where an object like a tree or a building blocks 
the Moon from your view and you can still see 
the “star.”

Photo Credit: M61 – Oriani’s Galaxy – a Mess-
ier object in Virgo, Slooh Telescope Australia 
One, by Dr. Frankie Wood-Black on Jan. 25, 

Late 8-Week courses 
begin Monday
  Late 8-Week courses begin Monday, March 9 
at all three NOC locations.
  The final day to add or Log On to Late 8-Week 
courses is Friday, March 13.  
  Friday, March 13 is also the final day to drop 
Late 8-Week Courses with a full refund.
  Please contact NOC registration for more de-
tails.


