
What’s Happening
September 18, 2026

NOC Public Information Office 580.628.6444
www.noc.edu news@noc.edu, scott.cloud@noc.edu

NOC 125th anniversary 
celebration set for Oct. 3

  In commemoration of Northern Oklahoma 
College’s quasquicentennial (125th) celebra-
tion, the Northern Oklahoma College Founda-
tion is sponsoring a silent auction and raffle.
  The silent auction and raffle will be held Satur-
day, Oct. 3, at the Renfro Center on the Tonka-
wa campus from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Tickets to the 
event are $25.  Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be 
served. The event is for patrons 21 and older.
  More than 50 items will be available in the 
silent auction, including OSU Football Suite 
Tickets, a TS Fork Gift Certificate, a fire pit, 
“Farmer’s wife” basket, and many others.
  The raffle prize is a Louis Vuitton Diane de-
signer bag valued at $2,700. Raffle tickets are 
$10 each or 12 for $100. The drawing will be 
held during intermission of the Quasquicen-
tennial Concert on Saturday, Oct. 3, at 6:30 p.m.
  Funds raised at the event will benefit the 
First-Generation Scholarship and Program 
Support.
  The permanently restricted scholarship en-

Silent auction, raffle to raise scholarship money at 
NOC’s quasquicentennial

dowment fund, created in January 2024, was 
established to provide financial assistance to se-
lected students who are the first in their imme-
diate family to attend and graduate from a two-
year college or university and whose parents or 
legal guardians do not possess an associate or 
bachelor’s degree.
  The scholarship was created and endowed for 
students who may not qualify for financial aid 
but could benefit from additional funding to 
help offset education-related expenses.
  “As the daughter of a first-generation college 
student, I am so incredibly appreciative of the 
generosity of this donor,” NOC President Diana 
Morris said. “My dad’s community college ex-
perience completely changed the trajectory of 
his life, and therefore mine. This scholarship 
will improve the quality of life for many fami-
lies for generations to come.”
  According to Candy Oller, NOC director of 

(See Auction on Page 2)
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development and planned giving, the anony-
mous donor who established the scholarship 
was a student who was not eligible for financial 
aid and paid her own way through college with-
out assistance from family.
  Oller added that the donor worked multiple 
jobs to make ends meet and, at times, wanted 
to give up but persevered. Now in a position 
to help students who may need financial assis-
tance, the donor hopes the scholarship can take 
some weight off their shoulders. By knowing 
that someone cares enough to give back, the 
donor hopes to make their college experience 

a little easier.
  Other quasquicentennial events include an ex-
hibition at the Eleanor Hays Art Gallery inside 
the Kinzer Performing Arts Center, opening 
Sept. 22, and the Quasquicentennial Concert 
at the KPAC’s Dineo Heilmann Auditorium at 
6:30 p.m. Oct. 3.
  For more information about the silent auction, 
contact Kayla Wooderson at 580-628-6473 or 
kayla.wooderson@noc.edu. For information 
about the raffle, contact Kaylynn Cantrell at 
580-628-6292 or kaylynn.cantrell@noc.edu.

Auction 
(Continued from Page 1)

  Northern Oklahoma College is celebrating 
its 125th birthday with a Quasquicentennial 
Concert featuring Distinguished Alumni and 
Tonkawa native Maestro Jerry Steichen.
  The free concert will be held Oct. 3 at 6:30 p.m. 
in Dineo Heilmann Auditorium at the Kinzer 
Performing Arts Center.
  The concert will also feature NOC Fine Arts 
faculty and the Roustabouts, along with the 

Quasquicentennial Gala Orchestra, composed 
of professional musicians from the Oklahoma 
City Philharmonic and other area orchestras.
  The concert will celebrate NOC’s rich histo-
ry of academic achievement, community en-
gagement and artistic excellence, from its be-
ginnings as University Preparatory School to 
today’s three locations.

NOC hosts free concert as part of 
Quasquicentennial celebration

  A Miss NOC Scholarship Competition Infor-
mation Session is set for Tonkawa and Enid on 
Friday, Sept. 25.
  Interested Enid students will meet in the Gantz 
Center’s President’s Conference Room at 1:30 
p.m. while Tonkawa students will meet in the 
KPAC Room 118 at 1:30 p.m.
  Students are asked to bring their laptops.

  There is a $1,000 scholarship for the winner, a 
$600 scholarship for first runner-up and a $400 
scholarship for the second runner-up.  Each 
participant receives a $250 tuition waiver.
  Contact Miss NOC Director Shannon Varner 
at 580.628.6365 or at shannon.varner@noc.edu  
for additional information.

Miss NOC Info sessions on Sept. 25



   What’s Happening • Northern Oklahoma College • Page 3

In celebration of Northern Oklahoma College’s 125th anniversary, Eleanor Hays Art Gallery 
will host an Historical Exhibition in the Kinzer Performing Arts Center on the Tonkawa cam-
pus. Gallery Director Audrey Schmitz has curated a diverse collection of artifacts dating from 
1901 when Central Hall was constructed as a landmark building.  An Oil painting (above) by 
NOC Art Professor Emeritus Gene V. Dougherty of historic Central Hall. The work was com-
missioned for NOC’s Centennial Celebration in 2001. 

NOC Historical Art Exhibition 
celebrates 125 Years
In celebration of Northern Oklahoma College’s 125th anniversary, Eleanor Hays Art Gallery will open 
its doors for an Historical Exhibition, September 22 – December 8, 2026, in the Kinzer Performing 
Arts Center on the Tonkawa campus.

  Gallery Director Audrey Schmitz has curat-
ed a diverse collection of artifacts dating from 
1901 when Central Hall was constructed as a 
landmark building. Objects on view in the lob-
by area include a stone mason’s mallet used in 
the construction of Central Hall, ashes from 
Wilkin Hall’s destructive  1914 fire, 1930s era 
typewriter and drafting set Dineo Heilmann’s 
original clarinet and personal sheet music, vin-

tage Roustabouts costumes, Maurice Brewer’s 
1931 Football Jersey and cleats, historic sports 
trophies, 1916 book of student art work and the 
official Presidential Medallion.   A selection of 
college yearbooks, The Maverick student news-
papers, performing arts programs and art exhi-
bition posters are also on display.

(See Exhibit on Page 4)
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  The East Gallery features a large collage of his-
torical photographs along with 60 framed Faces 
of NOC, a spotlight of alumni success and tes-
timony of the college’s impact on the lives and 
careers of former students.
  Historic photographs of campus buildings are 
featured in the West Gallery along with photo-
graphs of the college’s founding father, James 
H. Wilkin, 15 presidents, and 3 acting/interim 
presidents. Early diplomas chronicle the institu-
tion’s name changes since its inception as Uni-
versity Preparatory School. In addition to the 
six most recent NOC Distinguished Alumni, a 
selection of original paintings of campus scenes 
by Art Professor Emeritus Gene V. Dougherty 
are on view. 
  The gallery is open Monday-Friday from  1 
p.m. - 5 p.m. and during performances in the 
center.    For further information, contact Au-
drey Schmitz at Audrey.schmitz@noc.edu.

Exhibit
(Continued from Page 3)

1931 Football jersey and cleats worn by Mau-
rice Brewer and donated to NOC in 1990. 

  The Northern Oklahoma Division of Fine Arts 
presents “Anonymous” in the Dineo Heilmann 
Auditorium inside the Kinzer Performing Arts 
Center at NOC Tonkawa.
  Showtime is 7:30 p.m. Sept. 24-26 and 2 p.m. 
on Sept. 27
  Admission is $10 for adults and $7 for chil-
dren.  Children under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult.
  Admission is free for NOC students, faculty, 
and staff with ID.    
  ‘Anonymous’ by Lizzy Santana is directed by 
NOC Technical Theatre Instructor Nathan 
Oesterle.

 Cast includes Emelia Clarke, Penny Grove, Ja-
son Mervyn, Emily Kleinmann, Robert Leon-
ard, Hank Hanrahan, Timber Mikelburg, and 
Alia Dust.  
  Crew includes Director and Designer, Nathan 
Oesterle; Stage Manager, Tobias Schmidt; As-
sistant Stage Manager, Gabby Young; Costume 
Designer, Melodie Parman; Light Board Oper-
ator, Danikka Hardy; Sound Board Operator, 
Emily Parker; Run Crew, Sarah Douglass; and 
Build Team, Chloe Anderson, Isabella Barnes, 
Brendan Danks, Isabelle Danks, Sarah Doug-
lass, Danikka Hardy, Sarya Kleinmann, Emily 
Parker, Tobias Schmidt, and Romano Strebel.

‘Anonymous’ has four day run Sept. 24-27
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  Northern Oklahoma College regents received 
updates on fall enrollment, campus projects, 
the college’s 125th anniversary celebration and 
other activities during their Sept. 16 meeting in 
Enid.
  Regents also approved a new fee schedule for 
open records requests. Vice President for De-
velopment and Community Relations Sheri 
Snyder said the change was prompted by an in-
crease in requests and the additional employee 
time required to fulfill them.
  Vice President for Enrollment Management 
Dr. Rick Edgington reported that fall enroll-
ment is slightly below fall 2025 levels. He also 
reported that NOC has 548 concurrent stu-
dents representing 40 entities.
  Jeremy Hise, vice president for NOC Enid, 
reported that work is underway on the Ath-
letic Training Education Center. Fundraising 
also continues for the Failing Field Renovation 
Project, with NOC seeking to raise $375,000 
that will be matched by a donor to complete the 
project.
  Snyder reminded regents of NOC’s 125th an-
niversary celebration Oct. 3, which will include 
a silent auction and purse raffle, art exhibition 
and concert. She also reported that an NOC 
Scholarship Task Force has been created to ex-
plore ways to better utilize scholarship funds.
  Vice President for Academic Affairs Ashley 
Moore said the semester is off to a good start 
as she settles into her new position. Moore said 
she is continuing to learn more about NOC fac-
ulty and academic programs while identifying 

opportunities for future improvement.
  Dr. Marsh Howard, vice president for NOC 
Stillwater, reported increased participation in 
Get Going with Gateway compared to 2025. 
Howard said the student orientation program 
helps students transition into the fall semester 
at NOC Stillwater.
  Vice President for Student Affairs Jason John-
son reported that students are settling into the 
fall semester. He credited Dean of Students 
Ryan Paul at NOC Tonkawa and Dean of Stu-
dents Renna Bowers at NOC Enid for their 
work hiring and training new student affairs 
personnel.
  President Diana Morris introduced NOC Enid 
President’s Leadership Council students, who 
shared information about themselves and why 
they chose NOC.
  Morris also introduced Jets men’s basketball 
coach Chris Gerber, who led NOC Enid to the 
Elite Eight at the 2026 NJCAA National Tour-
nament in Hutchinson, Kansas, and Bowers, 
who oversees student affairs on the Enid cam-
pus.
  Morris provided regents with updates on 
NOC’s Strategic Plan and preparations for the 
Higher Learning Commission accreditation 
visit scheduled for November 2027.
  Regents also approved the financial report.
  The next meeting will be held Wednesday, Oct. 
21, at 2 p.m. in the President’s Large Confer-
ence Room in the NOC Tonkawa Administra-
tion Building.

Regents receive fall semester updates



  What’s Happening • Northern Oklahoma College • Page 6

Oslo, Copenhagen & Stockholm

STUDY ABROAD
June 9 - June 17, 2027

Day 1 Overnight Flight to Norway (Oslo)

Day 2 Hallo Oslo
Meet your tour director and 
check into hotel
Oslo city walk
Royal Palace, Karl Johans gate, 
National Theatre, Egertorget

Day 3 Oslo to Copenhagen
Oslo guided sightseeing tour
Oslo Opera House, Akershus fortress, 
Vigeland Sculpture Park visit
Norsk Folkemuseum visit
Overnight ferry to Copenhagen

Day 4 Copenhagen
Copenhagen city walk
Church of Our Lady, Round Tower, 
Stroget, City Hall Square
Canal cruise

Day 5 Copenhagen
Copenhagen guided sightseeing tour
Little Mermaid Statue, Gefion 
Fountain, Christiansborg Palace,
Tivoli Gardens

Day 6 Copenhagen to Stockholm
Travel to Stockholm via the 
Oeresund Bridge
Granna peppermint candy shop visit

Day 7 Stockholm
Stockholm guided sightseeing tour
Gustav Adolfs Torg, Swedish 
Parliament, Swedish House of Lords, 
Stortorget Main Square
Nobel Museum visit

Day 8 Stockholm
Stockholm city walk
Stockholm Stock Exchange,
Royal Palace
Vasa Museum visit

Day 9 Flight home 
from Stockholm

SUMMER 2027

TourCenter ID: 
NOC-NWOSU-2027

Northern Oklahoma College and
Northwestern Oklahoma State University 

For more information please contact:
Jeremy Hise

580.548.2393 | jeremy.hise@noc.edu  

  Northern Oklahoma College pre-engineering 
and nursing students attended a profession-
al development day Sept. 4 on the NOC Enid 
campus.
  The professional day was led by NOC Division 
Chair for Engineering, Physical Science and 
Process Technology Dr. Frankie Wood-Black, 
along with Rachel Kroemer and Lerna Deyir-
mencian from the NOC Nursing Division.
  During the workshop, students learned how to 
build a success plan and prepare for their future 
careers. Students participated in interactive ses-
sions focused on how reflection, communica-
tion and understanding personal learning styles 
can help them along their career pathways.
  Other topics included lifelong learning, re-

NOC Pre-Engineering and Nursing students attended a Professional Development Day in 
Enid on Sept. 4. (photo by Mallory Kyler/NOC).

NOC pre-engineering, nursing students 
attend professional development day

sume writing and opportunities available to 
students at Northern Oklahoma College, in 
surrounding communities and through NOC’s 
community partners.
  “Northern Oklahoma College provides this 
workshop annually at the beginning of the year 
to help students prioritize extra- and co-curric-
ular activities,” Wood-Black said. “This allows 
them to identify critical workplace skills that 
they can obtain by participating in clubs and 
organizations and taking advantage of oppor-
tunities announced by faculty and staff.
  “What helps our students stand out is that they 
take advantage of these types of opportunities 

(See Professional on Page 7)
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to build workplace skills in addition to the 
knowledge they obtain through their normal 
coursework.”
  NOC Nursing Division Chair Dr. Vickie 
Crouch said the workshop is part of the nursing 
program’s commitment to student success and 
professional development.
  “As part of the Northern Oklahoma College 
nursing program’s commitment to supporting 
student achievement, professional development 
and transition to practice, nursing students par-
ticipated in this professional workshop focused 
on career readiness and preparation for entry 
into the health care workforce,” Crouch said.
  “Through this hands-on experience, students 
strengthened their professional identity, in-
creased their confidence and gained valuable 
skills to effectively market themselves as be-
ginning professional nurses in the competitive 
health care field.”
  Crouch said the workshop also supports sever-
al outcomes of NOC’s nursing programs.

  “The professional workshop supported the 
NOC Nursing program’s outcomes related to 
effective communication, professional role de-
velopment, leadership and transition to the role 
of the beginning registered nurse,” Crouch said. 
“Students developed and refined professional 
resumes and cover letters that effectively com-
municated their educational preparation, clini-
cal experiences, competencies and accomplish-
ments.
  “Through structured interview preparation 
and mock interview experiences, students prac-
ticed professional communication, responding 
to behavioral and clinical interview questions, 
appropriate professional attire and strategies 
for confidently articulating their strengths and 
readiness for practice.
  “The workshop also provides evidence of the 
program’s ongoing efforts to promote career 
readiness, student success and achievement of 
program outcomes.”

Professional
(Continued from Page 6)

Wendy Spiva               		  Sept. 18
Studd Morris               		 Sept. 19
Jeff Tate                       		  Sept. 19
Cara Beth Johnson      		 Sept. 20
Jill Harmon                		  Sept. 21

Chad Anderson         		  Sept. 26
Christi Hook               		  Sept. 26
Luke Kruse                 		  Sept. 26	
Kelley Larkin              		  Sept. 26
Taryn Pruett                		 Sept. 29

Staculty September Birthdays
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NOC Enid 
Hispanic Club
The NOC Enid Hispanic Club kicked off His-
panic Heritage Month by decorating the sec-
ond-floor display case in Harmon SciencCase 
(from left to right) Maritza Rubio, Camila 
Valedez Tejeda, Celene Sesma, Jaden Baez, 
and Quenia De La Torre. (Above)

Chalk Drawing (from left to right): Artists 
Quenia De La Torre, Celene Sesma, and Jaden 
Baez. (right)
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FALL STUDENT ACTIVITIES
SEPTEMBER 8

Cornhole
 and 

Volleyball
Between Bush-Duvall 

and Boehme Halls

SEPTEMBER 17

Voter
Registration

Day

9:00 am

Dunk Tank by Clock Tower

SEPTEMBER 28

Singo

8:00 pm

Renfro Center

8:00 pm

SEPTEMBER 21

Board 
Game Night

8:00 pm

Memorial Student Union

OCTOBER 6

Inflatable
Golf

By Heilmann Gazebo

OCTOBER 12

Casino
Night

8:00 pm

Renfro Center

OCTOBER 27

Paint
Night

8:00 pm

Wellness Center

5:00 pm

OCTOBER 19

Ping Pong
Night

8:00 pm

Wellness Center

NOVEMBER 5

Pool
Tourney

Memorial Student Union

NOVEMBER 8

Homecoming 
Sheet 

Decorating

7:00 pm

and Hot Chocolate
By Heilmann Gazebo

NOVEMBER 10

Homecoming
Tailgate

4:00 pm

In The Circle Drive

8:00 pm

NOVEMBER 9

That’s No
Bull Review

7:30 pm

Skits That Will Make You Laugh!

Wilkin Auditorium

NOVEMBER 11

Cupcakes
 and 

Flags
Clock Tower

NOVEMBER 19

Miss NOC
Competition

7:30 pm

Kinzer Performing Arts Center

DECEMBER 7

Food for
Finals

9:00 pm

Memorial Student Union

9:00 am

DECEMBER 3

Smores Night 
and Hot 

Chocolate Bar

7:30 pm

Heilmann Gazebo

Contact Student Affairs Office for More Information 580.628.6240

The NOC Star-Gate

A Weekly Portal to the North Oklahoma Sky
Brought to you by the Bert & Janice Mackie Plan-
etarium at Northern Oklahoma College

This Week’s Viewing Conditions:

  The Moon: The Moon is waxing and will reach 
First Quarter on September 18. The dark skies 
will make for excellent viewing conditions. 

  Weather: Check the forecast!  It looks like we 
might have some clouds to contend with as well 
as a drop in temperature. 

  Highlights for the Week of Friday, September 
18 to September 25, 2026 

  This Week – Look for the Teapot in the south-
ern sky around 8 p.m. - 8:30 pm.  This Teapot 
is special as it appears to be steaming, due to 
the presence of the numerous stars of our Milky 
Way Galaxy.  Thus, this is a fun one to spot and 
it is actually pointing toward the Galaxy’s cen-
ter.  The Teapot is an asterism which is a bit dif-
ferent than a constellation.  There are 88 official 
constellations, or an official group of stars.  An 
asterism is an obvious pattern or group of starts 
with a popular name. (earthsky.org/astrono-

my-essentials/definition-what-is-a-constella-
tion-asterism)

Astronomical Notes
It’s time to prepare for the International Ob-
serve the Moon Night, which will be on Sep-
tember 19.  This event is timed to hit around the 
first quarter, as this gives good viewing oppor-
tunities along the Moon’s terminator, that line 
between night and day.  The shadows enhance 
the cratered landscape.  https://science.nasa.
gov/moon/observe-the-moon-night/overview/

Photo Credit: Slooh Canary Four – First quar-
ter Moon detail - Image, by Dr. Frankie Wood-
Black on Jan 25, 2026.
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Sept. 20
Home Mavs Softball vs. Southwestern (KS), 1 p.m.
Home Lady Jets and Jets Soccer vs. Murray State, 5 p.m./7 p.m.
BCM Open House, BCM, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., Tonkawa

Sept. 21
Board Game Night, Student Union, 8 p.m., Tonkawa

Sept. 22
Free BCM Lunch, BCM, 11:15 a.m. – 1 p.m., Tonkawa
Historical Art Exhibition celebrates 125 Years Exhibit Opens, KPAC, 1 p.m., Tonkawa
Away Jets Softball vs. Bethel (KS), 4 p.m.
Pickleball, Mabee Center Aux. Gym, 7 p.m., Enid 
The Gathering, BCM, 8 p.m., Enid

Sept. 23
OU College Day, Pickens Learning Common, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Tonkawa
Free Lunch, Wesley House, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Tonkawa
Free BCM Lunch, Gantz Center Lounge, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., Enid
Away Mavs Baseball vs. Temple (TX)/North Central (TX) at Melissa (TX), 1:30 p.m./4:30 p.m.
Away Lady Jets Soccer vs. Seminole, 2 p.m.
The Gathering, BCM, 7:30 p.m., Tonkawa

Sept. 24
OBI Blood Drive, Gantz Center, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., Enid 
Away Jets Softball vs. Bethany (KS), TBA
Away Jets Baseball vs. Northwestern, 3 p.m.
Away Mavs Softball vs. Quachita Baptist (AR), 4 p.m.
Home Jets Soccer vs. Southwestern (KS) JV, 6 p.m.
Anonymous, KPAC, 7:30 p.m., Tonkawa

Sept. 25
Away Mavs Baseball vs. Pratt (KS)/Iowa Western at Kansas City, 10 a.m./4 p.m.
Miss NOC Information Session, KPAC Room 118, 1:30 p.m., Tonkawa
Miss NOC Information Session, President’s Conference Room, 1:30 p.m., Enid
Anonymous, KPAC, 7:30 p.m., Tonkawa

Sept. 26
Anonymous, KPAC, 7:30 p.m., Tonkawa

NOC Calendar


